EISA Exploratory Symposia 2016 Update 
Thank you to everyone who attended this year’s Explanatory Symposia in the beautiful town of Rapallo, Italy from 2nd -5th November. 

This year 25 members participated in a Symposium. Three of these small groups brought together scholars working on furthering existing research agendas and three gave newly formed groups an opportunity to develop original research ideas: 

Exploring EU Targeted Sanctions
Clara Portela, Thomas Biersteker, Francesco Giumelli and Marusa Veber who are already working on a grant proposal came together to discuss a broader set of objectives they are keen to develop around their ongoing work on the effects and efficacy of EU sanctions. 

New World Making: China's One Belt, One Road Policy and its Global Implications.
L.H.M. Ling, Alan Chong, Karin Fierke, Imad Mansour and Ebby Abramson also met to further their collaborative writing. This Symposium facilitated a meeting of a group of scholars based at institutions in Asia and outside of Asia to explore what China’s policy means for the study and practice of international relations. 

The Politics of Translation in IR
Zeynep Gulsah Capan, Maj Grasten and Filipe dos Reis worked on finalising plans for their co-edited book examining the understudied use of the concept of translation in IR and IPE. Their Symposium built on existing collaborative work facilitated by a previous EISA EWIS event. 

What's the 'critical in critical international relations theories? Patterns of changing instrumentality 
Knud Erik Jørgensen, Benjamin Herborth, Pinar Bilgin, Victoria Basham and Hartmut Behr explored the scope for a new collaboration aimed at illuminating the distinct critical theory tradition that exists within international studies. They aim to write a book together for the ‘Trends in IR Theory’ series with Palgrave. 

Comparing Subaltern foreign economic policies of Southern Mediterranean countries: changing economic dependencies, security predicaments and migration issue-linkage opportunities
Irene Fernández-Molina, Laura Feliu Martínez, Anna Khakee and Imad El-Anis came together to  consider a range of potential publications examining how the foreign economic policies of 'subaltern states' from the southern Mediterranean adapt to, and balance, changing patterns of economic dependency, regional and domestic security, migration.  


Interrogating the Void: Lacanian Psychoanalysis in IR
Moran Mandelbaum, Juliet Brough Rogers, Andreja Zevnik and Catarina Kinnvall came together to consider the lack of Lacanian psychoanalysis in IR and assess its value to the discipline. They aim to produce a journal special issue based on their discussions. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We very much look forward to hearing more about the outputs of all of the Symposia in due course and to the further engagement of these members in EISA activities. We also hope that other EISA members will look out for the call for applications for next year and take the opportunity to develop even more exciting collaborative research! 
