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Gender and sexuality are extremely polarizing topics, not only on the individual and the 
societal, but also increasingly on the international level. States often link their identities to 
being either “feminist” or “traditional”. More often than not such identity construction gets 
lumped together with geopolitical identity markers such as Western on non-Western. On the 
other hand, the developments in international politics show that this polarization, no matter 
how seemingly antagonistic and based on fixed identities, is far from stable or unambiguous. 
Occasionally, states do decide to change their policies, enter unorthodox alliances, adopt hybrid 
identities, or escape essentialist categorization. Interesting examples than can studied are 
Sweden’s decision to renounce feminist foreign policy, United States’s maneuvering between 
support and opposition to the right to abortion internationally, and countries like Malta that fair 
very well on LGBT+ rights but adopt very restrictive approach to reproductive rights. 
 
This workshop addresses the conference's invitation to consider questions of in-betweenness 
and liminality and seeks to do so in the context of international politics of gender and sexuality. 
While previous research has substantially explored constitution of groupings such as traditional 
values coalitions or feminist foreign policy coalitions, as well as polarization between them, 
less is known about what remains in flux.  
 
Scholars are invited to submit papers corresponding to the theme of the workshop. Papers 
addressing the following topics are particularly welcome:  
 

• management of foreign policy and state identity changes related to gender and 
sexuality; 

• strategies of in-betweenness in the face of polarization; 
• relations between conservative and progressive actors in international politics; 
• use of conservative, progressive, and neoliberal tropes in discourse; 
• historical and intersectional approaches;  
• performance of masculinities and femininities by diplomats, states, and other actors;  
• researcher’s positionality in the study of gender and sexuality politics. 

 
Please submit your abstracts via the EWIS electronic submission system and send a copy 
to the workshop convenor (monika.de.silva@gu.se) by 11 February 2025.  
 
Abstracts will be selected based on their relevance for the topic of the workshop and their 
novelty and academic rigor while keeping in mind the need for diverse participation in terms 
of seniority, represented institutions, and disciplinary backgrounds. 
 
The participants are encouraged to apply for funding provided by the EISA Mobility Fund.  
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